

















Theropthecys geiado.

Cueva Victoria is a karstic site of early Pleistocene age
in the south-east of the Iberian Peninsula. Gibert et al.
{1995) reported the presence of Theropithecus in
Cueva Victoria from a single remain, a lower second
molar, referred to 7. oswoldi (Figure 1). The biogeo-
graphical range of this African species was thus
extended to Europe.

Here we report new remains of 7. oswoldi from Cueva

Victoria. Four new teeth were found during
excavations in 2008-2011: a left Py, a right P, a left M,

and a fragmented left M,.

The upper premolar are somewhat molariform with
some of the enamel complexity seen in the molars,
wider than longer in occlusal view, and with a large
talon. The molars are large, the M3 being longer and
broader than the M,, with enamel forming complex
transverse folds. The measurements of the teeth show
a large size, only reached in Theropithecus n T.
oswaldi, that confirms the assignation to this species
{Gibert et al., 1995).

Theropithecus  oswaldi, a  terrestrial  specialized
gramnivorous cercopithecid, is the most geogra-
phically widespread species of this genus. It is known
from Pliocene and Pleistocene deposits in south, east,
and north Africa. It has also been identified from
Pleistocene sites outside of Africa, in India and Spain
{Gupta & Sahni, 1981; Delson, 1993; Gibert et af.,
1995). 7. oswaldi was reported from the Late
Villafranchian site of Pirro Nord {southern Italy} by
Rook et al. {2004). Also, a cercopithecine calcaneus
from ‘Ubeidiya (Israel), dated as ca. 1.6 Ma was
assigned to Theropithecus sp. (Belmaker, 2010}. These
authors suggested an early dispersal ot Theropithecus
out of Africa around 1.3-1.6 Ma, following a circum-
Mediterranean route. However, the remains from
Pirro Nord, three cervical vertebrae, have been
questioned and probably belong to Paradolichops-
thecus, known from late Villafranchian deposits in
Spain, France, and Romania {Patel, et al., 2007). Thus,
Cueva Victoria is nowadays the only European site
with Theropithecus remains.
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The teeth were found in the same fossiliferous breccia
although in different locations inside the cave. As
shown by the different dental wear, the five teeth
belong to individuals of different age. They include a
decidual molar (the already published right M), one
juvenile teeth (left P,), two left molars (M, and M;),
and a right P* with advanced state of dental wear.

The two new molars were found some centimeters
apart one from the other and most probably belong to
the same individual. Thus, a minimum of two
individuals can be estimated.

Theropithecus at Cueva Victoria is associated with
fauna typical of the early Pleistocene of Europe (Gibert
et al., 1999, 2006), somewhat younger than that from
Venta Micena dated at 1.3Ma (Scott et al 2007). The
available paleomagnetic date place the fauna from
Cueva Victoria (n a magnetically reverse zone, below a
speleothem that shows normal polarity {Gibert et al.,
2006}. This reversal is interpreted as Jaramillo chron
(Gibert et al., 2006}, placing the fauna at about 1.1Ma.
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The presence of human remains in Cueva Victoria
{Gibert et al, 1999, 2002, 2008a), together with
Theropithecus suggest that these two genera followed
a dispersal route out of Africa through the Straits of
Gibraltar (Gibert, 2004; Gibert et al., 2003, 2008b).

This is supported also by the presence of human
remains and lthic artifacts, together with other
African fauna, such as Hipopotamus antiguus, in other
early Pleistocene sites in the SE of the Iberian
peninsula, Micena, Leén, and
Fuentenueva 3 in the Orce region (Gibert, 2004; Gibert
etal., 1998, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2008b).

Venta Barranco
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